The Bloody Assize
Majesty orders these prisoners to be disposed of as you have
already designed, persons that have not suffered in your
service will run away with the booty." The use of the word
" booty " in a private letter from the Lord Chief Justice to
the King is eloquent of their iniquity in planning the
campaign,
Jeffreys goes on to remind the King that he had made
gracious promises to reward his soldiers and the gentry of
the counties who were loyal to him* And he hinted to his
Royal master that it would be good policy if he kept those
promises, and that it was a waste of the booty he had garnered
at the Assize to squander it on lavish presents of convicts
to Court favourites.
Some authorities say that from Taunton Jeffreys went
to Wells and then, to Bristol This is clearly not so. He
drove to Bristol on Monday, September 2ist, and delivered
his charge the same day. I should suppose he did not bring
all his brother judges with him as there was little work to
do, the Bristol citizens not having joined in the rebellion,
It is said that Jeffreys and his brother Wright dined at Bristol
on the 20th, and it seems quite probable that the Chief took
his reprobate companion with him on this special jaunt and
left the other judges to go to Wells. There were many
hundreds of prisoners waiting trial at Wells where, as I think,
some of the judges went direct and Jeffreys joined them
later,
Bristol had refused to open its gates to Monmouth, but
despite this the King desired the abasement of the Corpora-
tion which stood stiffly for its rights and liberties* Jeffreys'
visit was a political visit. It was a settled part of the policy
of James in yvhich Jeffreys had given him valuable assistance
to deprive the citizens of the great English cities of their
powers granted by charter and enhanced by custom and long
usage. The Bristol visit had really little to do with the
Bloody Assize, but one cannot but refer to it as it throws
an interesting light on Jeffreys' character.
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